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THE BEGINNING and first foundation of this most worthy Science of
Masonry with the Charges and Orders belonging to the Science. The
Might of the Father of Honour, and Wisdom of the Glorious Son through
“the Great Goodness of the Holy Ghost - that is three persons in one.

Godliness be with us now in our beginning and give us Grace so to
govern ourselves in our life working that we may come to his Bliss
that never shall have ending. -

AMEN

Good Brethren and Fellows our purpose is to tell how end in wiat
manner the Worthy Craft of Masonry was begun and how it was forndec
by Worthy Kings and Princes and by many other Free Men.

And also to them that be here we will reheerse other ) aryes thal
belongeth to everytime Mason to keep, for in good faith 1 tney tale
good heed thereto it is worthy to be well kept as being & Worthy Jvafe
and Curious Science. For there be Seven Liberal Sciraces of vhaith
seven it is one, and the names of them be these;-

FIRST GRAMMAR which teacheth a man to spran touly and write truly.

AND SECOND is RHETORIC and that teachu*ii & man tu spisk fair in
public tongues.

THE THIRD is DIALECTICS (LOGIC® a that tiecheth a man to discern
truth from falsehood.

THE FOURTH is ARITHMETIC Js.irh tee~hes & man to reason and ACCOMPT
all manner of numbers.

AND FIFTH is GEOMETRY and thot teacheth a man METTE (Measurements
of Boundaries) and .veisu.es of fax‘*h and of all other things which
Science is also c.llid EASURF -

THE SIXTH is cuiled MI'SCTT ond teacheth & man the Craft of Song and
the tuning o the voice of trigues and Organ, Harps and Trump.

AND ThS SEVENTH i1c vaelled ASTRONOMY which teacheth a man to know
the colrs. of the s.n, tie moon, and the stars. These are the Seven
Liberol Coiencers roich seven be all founded by One Science - that is
to .ay - GEOMF(RY . And this of man may prove that the Science of all
WML is for—det by GEOMETRY, for GEOMETRY teacheth a man METTE and
mee sures PCDE YATOID and weights of all manner of things on the Earth,
vor there ‘s not a man worketh any Craft but he worketh by some METTE
or som. measures, and no man buyeth or selleth but he buyeth or
selleth Ly some measure or weight all of which is GEOMETRY.

Wherefore we thirk that the science of GEOMETRY is most worthy as
that which findeth all other:.

NOW - how this worthy science was first begun I shall now tell:-

Before Noah's flood there was a man called LAMECH as ic written in
the Bible in the Chapter of Genesis, and this LAMECH had two wives
and one wae called ADAH and the other LILLAH. And by his first wife
ADAH he begott two sons - the one called JABAL and the other JUBAL.

And by the other wife LILLAH he begott a son and & daughter and
these four children founded the BFGINNING of all the Crefts and
Sciences in -the world.
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For the eldest son JABAL founded the Craft of GEOMETRY and he
J=uted flocks of sheep and lambs in the field, and first wrought
imiusss of STONE and how as it is noted in the Bible Chapter
abnyva (V 21).

And his brother JUBAL fournded the Craft of Music, and SONG of
torgues, harp and organ.

And the third brother TUBALCAIN founded SMYTHY CRAFT of Gold,
Silver, Copper, Iron and Steel.

And his daughter founded the Craft of WEAVING.

And these children knew well that God would take vengeance fur
gin, =ither by FIRE or WATER, wherefore they wrote their Scie=ao
hat thay had founded in two pillars of STONE that they mign. b

frunet efFter NOAHS FLOOD.

+.3* the one stone was MARBLE for that would not bur> with ary
fiz~, :nd the other stone was called LATTEN (IRON TQVERED WITH TLD
and Zh=t would not drown in the water.

OUR intent is to tell you truly and in vha1 munner these stones
were fcund wherein these sciences were wriven.

The great HERMAINES that was CUBB, nis son, whic CUBB was CHAM
hi; son, and CHAM - NOAH his son., Tho vald HERMAINGS was afterwards
callec HZRMES, the father of the wiiz ran. Hr Tou.d one of the two
pillars of stone and found the Sciences writte tnere, and he taught
it to other men.

And at the making of the (rwer of Sacv’ion, Masonry was first made
much of and the King of Eibylon, t'ot W ight NEMROTH, was a Mason
himself and loved the C-af. of Masor~y (as it is said in the MASTER
OF HISTORIES). And 'mun the Cir¢ of WINEVEH and other cities of the
East should be made, WWAROTH, {he $ING of Babylon sent thither three
score Masons st ho ROGALON o' e KING of Nineveh, his cousin. And
when he sent the~ forth he gove them a Charge in this manner, that
they should e true - eack f them to the other. And that they should
serve their vard trulv foo their pay so that their Master may have
worship cnd =11 that L=longs to him. And other charges he gave them
and thi. wos the firsy time that any Mason had any Charge of his
Craft.

Moreover, when Abrahem and Sarah, his wife, went into Egypt, there
he taugho che deven Sciences to the Egyptians., And he had a worthy
scolar ~a.'zd EUCLID, and he learned right well and was a Master of
all the Seven Sciences Liberal.

And in his days it befell that the Lords and Estates of the realm
had so many sons that they had gotten; some by their wives and some
by other Ladies of the realm (for that land is a hot land and a
plenteous of GENERATION) and they had not competent living for their
children which caused much care (concern).

And then the King of the land made a great Counsell and sought to
wit (know) how they might find their children honestly as Gentlemen,
and they found no menner of good way.

Then they did make a cry throughout all the realm, that if there
were any man that could inform them, that he should come to them and
he should be so rewarded for his travail that he should be well
pleased,
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After that this cry was made, then came this worthy seribe EUCLID,
&~ ' -oid to the King and all his great Lords, "If you will take me
~~or children to govern I shall teach them one of the seven sciences
Jhorowith they may live honestly as Gentlemen should under condition
ther yeu will grant me and t-=2n a Commission, that I may have power to
yotl them after the manner that the Sciences ought to be ruled".

nc the King and all his Counsell granted him anon and Sealed him,
“hzir Commission. And then this worthy doctor (= teacher) took to him
these Lords' sons and taught them his science of Geometry to work in
Higne @11 manner of worthy work that belongeth to building of Church,
T.mple, Lantleo's Towers and Manons of all manner of orders. And e
nive %har a Dharge as followeth:

Uk FIRGT wae that they should be true to the King and Lov.! unat
kb, oo @l that they should love together and be true cach one
g~ 1+ 1d that they should call each other Fellow or ls3 3rother,
sy e rone other foul namese

G2 hat *hoey should truly serve their pay of t-c lord ~r Masiar
zha% thiey surve, and that they should ordein tie oisest of toem to be
Martior of tho Worke

fnd noither for Lord or Great Linage ror either vt for favour to
zot gnathor that hath little cunning to servs the Loru's work,
ciiweent vugh the Lord should be evil ~zevvod, and they ashamed,

1 neny other Charges that were too lonn €t +cll.

“r.a to all these Charges he meue them su~ar a great oath that men
ue-d in that time, and ordeint 1 “or thoo 10=sonable pay that they
—.ght live honestly by.

-~d also that they s ould com and Assemble once every year houw
they might best wrrk to serve th: L.rd for his profit and their ouwn
worshid, and to comovt withine themselves them that had trespassed
=nainst the Craft.

And thi= worihy Creft Guverned and grounded there first and that
worthy mar. Euclid gave .t the name of Geometry and now it is called
MASONRY

And lony &Ster that when the Children of Israel came into the
-oo of Boheot that is called amongst us the country of Jerusalem:

Davad oegan the Temple that is celled TemPLUM DOMINI and is named
1 us the TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM,

And the same KING DAVID loved Masons well and cherished them much
77 gave them good pay.

And he gave them the Charges and manners as he had learned of the
‘wyntians given by Euclid and other Charges which you shall hear
ot servards.

After the deccase of King David, Solomon that was David's son
se»formed out the Temple that his father had begun.

And he sent after workmen into diverse countries and gathored
them together so that he had four score and thousend (1080) workers
of stone. And all were named Masons. And he be Master and Governor
of the uviork.
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And furthermore there wes & King of another region that men
Mied HIRAM and he loved well King Solomon and he gave timber for
- wark and sent him a man also named Hiram who was a Master of

ceomitey and Chief Master of all his Masons and Master of all his
Sieewing and Carvings ancd ~© #1l1 other manner of Masonry that
“oleosd to the Temple. 7 ‘s is witnessed in the Bible KINGS

- iZ*end 2, Chronicles, 2.15.14.

“n! *his Solomon confirmed to Masons both Charges and the manne -
ven Hio father had given end thus was the worthy Craft of Mason.y
nfiew 3 in the country of Jerusalem and in many other kingdems.

Ourinus Draftemen welked about inte diverse countries; =.ve
Beozes of Leavning more crafts and cunning and some to (=ach them
Feil ot Vitgle cunning.
it £ 11 cot that there was one curious *cson that was
v 2o I LS (that bad been one at the mal lnp of Salomon.’s
Toweioo arg! b ceme into FRANCE and there he tauaht the Gousnezs of
marry B the men of FRANCE.

. trere was one that was called CH4RIEC MERRILC =ano he was &
moe Aot laved well such a craft, and «ent ¢o this WAINJS GRACUS and
Lo ! Gf him the Craft and took upzo im the Chame and Manners.

+of aftervards by the Grace u” God he was 2lnet to be King of
Frares, and vhen he was in his E~*ate he to-s Masons and helped %o
w0 in marons, that were roiz, and did o>t them on work and gave
“hen bueth the Charge and the draner @y ooud pay as he hed learned
of ot {jasons.

+:4 he confirmed w en a Che» ter from year to year to hold their
Aamesd iy where they vodd, and cherished them much, and thus came the
2ra' 7 into Frencu.
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ENGLAND - in all this scason stood void of any Charge of Masonry unto
St. Alban's timz, and in his day~ the King of England vas a Pagan and
valled the toun about thet ic called S5T. ALBNS.

And S5t. Alban ras a worthy knight and steward of the King's
household and had Govermnment of the Realm, and also the making of the
Tovm Walls.

And he lovcd tell Masons, and cheriched them very much, and he
made their pay very good ctending as the realm did, for he gave thom
21 PENCE a veek and three pence to their children and before that tiac
through 811 this land a Mason took but a penny a day and his meat un*il
St. Alban amonded it.

And he gave them & Charter of the iiing and hie Council *= no’d a
general Council and gave it the name of an Assembly and “horees he wes
himself and helped to make Masons and gave them Charges ve yuu chall
hear aftervarde.

Right soon after the deccacse of St. Alben therz came diverse vurs
into tho realm of England of diverse nations so che* che 7oou rule of
fasonry was destroyed unto the time of King Ati=loton that wos a
worthy king of England and brought the land into good rest and peace
and builded many great vorks of Abbeys, Castlos! Towern end diverse
other buildings.

And he loved 1ell HMasons. And Fe oau a son tioat was called ECWIN
and he loved Masons much more tha- h.o- father did and he vas a great
practicer of Ceomctry and he loved ~uch to Lalk and commune with
iiasons and to learn of them the orift and arterwards for love that he
had to tiasons and to the Cra 't bc was mede ‘ason and he got of the
{ing his father a Charter ano Commissios wu hold every year an
\esembly wvherecoevor they chruld eichii the realms of England, and to
correct iithin themselwe:. all Peults ond trespasses that werc done
within the Craft, ¢ he held him=lf an Asscmbly at York and therc he
mage llasons and veve tniem Chemqu~ and taught them the manner and
_.Commands that wore tu be kept cver after, and took them the Cherter
and Commission to ~eep, &« mede Ordinance that the same should be
renevied fror. King to King.

And «fion the Assett ly war gathered he made cry that all old
masmns an ! young tiat hrd any writing=s or understanding of the
Chamgre an! Manwe.z chat vere made before in thie land or in any
othor, that they <hould cehow them Torth. FAnd it vaes proved that there
veve fourd, -ows in French, some in Creek, and some in English, and
son® in otier languages, and the intent of them sll was found to be
all one.

And e commanded a Book to be made thercof, and how the Craft van
founded and he himself commanded that it should be read or told when
that any lason should be made and =0 to give him his Charge and from
that day to this time Manners of Mesons have been kept in that form
gs wcll ac man might govern it.

And furthermore at diversc assembliecs have been put and ordained
certain Charges by the advice of the bes® lasters and Fellouwr,

THEl shall one of the most ancient of them hold a book that he or
they (vhich are to be made ilazons) may lay his or their hand or hande
~upon the same and thesc precepte folloving ought to be read;-
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EVERY man that is 2 iMason takz right good heed to thece Charges and
if any man find himself guilty in any of these Charges, that he amend
himself towardn GOD, and principally you that be to be Charged take
good heed that you may keep these Cherges right well, for it is great
with a man to sweare himself upon a book.

THE FIRST CHARGE is that you shall be (a) true man to GOD and that
you use neither error nor heresy by your understanding, nor by discrect
and Wise Men's teaching.

And also that you shall be true LEIGEMEN to the King of England
without treason or any ether falsehnod. And that ye know no treaso
or heresy or treachery but that ye amend it privily, if ye may o' e'se
varn the KING and his Council.

And also that ye be truc each one to another, that js o i3y -
every Mason of the Craft of Masonry that be Masons allown' yod shall
do to them as you would they would do unto you.

And elso that ye keep the Council of Lodge and o Chamber vnd
other Councils that ought to be kept in the way Jf ti=sonhr d.

And al=o that you be no thief nor cheet oo 138 as you knou.

And also that you shall stand to the lZ.d or to the Master and
truly to serve to his profit and advaniage.

And also that ye cell all Mac~ae vear breitnren or else your
fellows, and none other foul narz.

And also you shall not tikz your Fellouw's vife in villainy, nor
defile his daughter nor pre hi= to any 11 ..orehip.

And also that ye pay truly for yoor meat and wine when ye oo to
board.

And also ti=t yu rshall raike no villainy in that place vhere ye g
to Board vhereby o.e Craf’ micht be slandcored.

There Lo whe Chargz= in General that belong to every true Mason to
keecp - hooh a2 Maste> end Fellows.

{w+i.l I ~oearce other Charges Singular for Masterc and Fellows:

vIRST - that no Master take upon himeelf any LORD'S work or any
voer man work but that he know himself able end sufficient to
aerform vhe wark so that the Craft have no slander nor dicuvorship,
but tiat tte LORD may be truly scrved and vell.

And aleo that no Master take any tork but that he take reasonable
pay, =0 that the Lord may be truly served with his ovn goods and that
the Macter may live honestly and pay his Focllows truly their pay, as
the manner is.

Also that no daster or Fellow shall supplant others of their vork,
that is to say, if ye have teken work or else stand Master of a vork,
you shall not put him out unless he be unablc of Cunning to end the
0Tk o

And also that nao Master nor Fellowe teke any apprentice with the
term of seven years but that the epprentice be able of birth,
freeborn, and vhole of limbs as a man ought to be.
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Aind also that no Master nor Fellow take sny allovance to make any
Mason without the Assent and Consent of his fellowo (being at least
six or seven).

And he that shall be madc Mason to be able in all manner of degree:,
that is to say - free-borne and of good kindred and true and not bond
man and also that he have right limbs as a man ought to havc.

And also that no liason take Apprentice except that he have
sufficient occupation for to occupy tro or three fellows at the least
in wvork.

And elso that no Master nor fellow put any Lord's work to ENGEB)
that vas wont to go to Journey work.

And also that any Master chall give pay to his= fellcs 3 thoy
may deserve so that they may not be deceived by false wo.k-en.

And alzo that none slander another behind his back tu make han
lose his name or his wordly goods.

And also that no Fellow within the Lodge o. w!thout misa sver
either inreverently or ungodly without rea-cnatle cause.

And also that every liason reverence t.2s Elder a1 put him to
worship.

Also that no Mason shall be & co.~un player a4 the dice, nor any
other unlavful game, whersby th~ Ci>7t migh¢ he clandcred.

Aleo that no Mason shall vse lecbory noo be a bawd.

Also that no Fellow gu i7to the vc.n in the night except that he
have a Fellow with him to bear itnesc that he wes of honest
conversation, in honoest company acd peace.

And also ti.ot every Masi=r ond Fellow shall come to the Assembly
if it be within fi'ty miler acout him if he have any warning, and he
have trespavsed ageinst tte uraft shall stand to the Award of Masters
and Fellas to meke ttem agreed (if they may) and if they cannot,
then to gu the the Lcmeon Lawe.

FauL-a) so thar oo Master nor Fellow make MOULD SOUARES nor rule to
eny layer nor se* any layer within the Lodge nor without to have any
MULD STANFZ .

And &lsu that any Mason receive and cherish strange Fellows when
they vme over the countries and set them in work if they will, as the
manner .s; that is to say if he have MOULD STONES in his place he
shall give him one and set him in work, and if he have none he shall
refresh him with money unto the next Lodge.

And also that every Mason shall serve the Lord for his pay and
every Master truly make an end of his work be it EASEBO or JOURNEY
WORK according to your Covenant.

These Charges that we now have rehearsed to you and all other
that belong to Masons you shall keep.

S0 help your God unto your Fouer.

RMEN



